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Testing Dates

Grade 4:  January 9-11, 2006
Grades 3 & 5:  January 12-13, 2006
Grade 6:  January 17-19, 2006
Grade 7:  January 17-18, 2006
Grade 8:  January 19-20, 2006



NYS ELA Learning Standards

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for:

1. Information and Understanding

2. Literary Response and Expression

3. Critical Analysis and Evaluation

4. Social Interaction
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What’s Changed or New
Elimination of Independent Writing 
Prompt in Grades 4, 6, and 8
No extended response essays in Grades 
3, 5, and 7
Editing paragraph in Grades 3, 5, and 7
Students will have to alternate between 
multiple choice and constructed 
response answers on Grades 3, 5, and 7
Consistency Assurance Set (CAS)



Grade 3 ELA Test Design
(Same model for grades 5 & 7)

Session 1 (Reading)
3 to 4 passages (literary and informational)
20 multiple-choice questions
1 short-response question
40 minutes

Session 2 (Listening/Writing)
1 listening selection (literary)
4 multiple-choice questions
2 short-response questions 
1 editing paragraph
35 minutes



Grade 4 ELA Test Design
(Same model for grades 6 & 8)
Session 1 (Reading)

4 to 5 passages (literary and informational)
28 multiple-choice questions
45 minutes

Session 2 (Listening/Writing)
1 listening selection (literary)
2 short-response questions
1 extended response question
45 minutes

Session 3 (Reading/Writing)
2 paired passages (literary and informational)
3 short-response questions
1 extended response question
60 minutes



Multiple Choice Questions

Test reading comprehension and 
reasoning skills
Count significantly in overall score
Require students to read for 
meaning and refer back to the 
passage



The Secret

We have a secret, just we three,
The robin, and I, and the sweet cherry tree;
The bird told the tree, and the tree told me,
And nobody knows it but just us three

But of course the robin knows it best,
Because she built the—I shan’t tell the rest;
And laid the four little—something in it—
I’m afraid I shall tell it every minute.

But if the tree and the robin don’t peep,
I’ll try my best the secret to keep;
Though I know when the little birds fly about
Then the whole secret will be out.



How is this poem organized?

A)  It is divided into stanzas.
B)  Each section has four sentences.
C)  It is written like a letter.
D)  Each section has a different speaker.



Which of these most makes the tree 
seem like a person?

A)  The tree tells a secret.
B)  The speaker talks to the tree.
C)  The speaker calls the tree sweet.
D)  The birds live in the tree.



Sample Answer Sheet



The Listening Task
Students listen to a passage that is read 
aloud twice by the teacher
In grades 3, 4, & 5, students only listen 
to the first reading, then take notes on 
the second
In grades 6, 7, & 8, students may take 
notes on both readings
Students use notes to answer 
constructed response (all grades) and 
extended response (only in grades 4, 6, 
& 8) questions





Constructed Response Questions

Asks a specific question about 
part of the passage
Sometimes in the form of a 
graphic organizer
Sometimes in the form of a 
short paragraph
Key is to use specific evidence 
from the text



Sample Graphic Organizer Constructed 
Response Question (Grade 3)



Sample Listening Task Multiple Choice 
and Paragraph Constructed Response 
Questions (Grade 3)



Paired Reading Passages
Students are asked to read two related 
passages and draw connections between 
the two texts
Constructed response questions on reading 
passages appear on exams at all grade 
levels, but paired texts appear only in 
grades 4, 6, and 8
Extended response questions in response 
to reading passages appear only on the 
grade 4, 6, and 8 exams



Extended Response Questions

Full-length, multi-paragraph essay 
in response to listening and paired 
reading passages
Appear only on the grade 4, 6, and 
8 assessments
Receive two separate scores—one 
for content and one for mechanics



Sample Extended-Response 
Question (Grade 6)



Editing Paragraph

Students are given a short 
paragraph containing grammar and 
usage errors.  They must find the 
errors and correct them.
Appears only on the grade 3, 5, and 
7 assessments



Grade 7 Editing Task—Practice Task



Grade 3 Editing Task



3-Point Holistic Editing Task 
Rubric for Grade 3

3 points No more than one error, either introduced or 
not corrected, remains after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.

2 points Two errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.

1 point Three errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.

0 points Four or more errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.



Editing Skills – Grade 3

Basic punctuation (e.g. commas, 
periods, exclamation points, question 
marks, apostrophes, quotation marks)
Capitalization/lower case
Core curriculum also lists correct verb 
tense and subject-verb agreement



Grade 5 Editing Task



3-Point Holistic Editing Task Rubric for 
Grades 5 and 7

3 points No more than one error, either 
introduced or not corrected, remains after the 
student has corrected the paragraph.

2 points Two to three errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.

1 point Four to five errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.

0 points Six or more errors, either introduced or not 
corrected, remain after the student has 
corrected the paragraph.



Editing Skills – Grade 5
Same skills as Grade 3 with more 
sophisticated applications, plus…
Verb tense
Use of proper part of speech 

(e.g. adjective vs. adverb)
Run-ons and fragments
Pronoun agreement
Core curriculum also lists punctuating 
dialogue, underlining titles, using quotation 
marks, and using signal or transitional 
words



Grade 7 Editing Task



Editing Skills—Grade 7

Same skills as grade 5 with more 
sophisticated applications plus…
Pronoun/antecedent
Using simple/compound/complex 
sentences
Punctuating undivided and divided 
direct quotations
Correcting commonly confused 
homonyms



What we’ve done to prepare in the 
last few years…

Early Literacy Profile in grades K-2
Setting the stage for 3-8 testing 
with Terra Novas and TONYSS
Meetings with K-8 teachers on test 
analysis using Data Warehouse
Use of data to identify students in 
need of academic intervention 
services
Development of ELA prep tasks 
using authentic texts



…And what we’ve done to prepare 
this year
Grade level leaders have attended 
sample test training at BOCES
Conference Day
Sample tests used at all grade 
levels for diagnostic assessment 
and instruction
ELA prep integrated naturally into 
the curriculum
Parent Academy



Some Final Thoughts…
We are ready!
ELA exams measure a student’s ability 
to read and write in response to 
unfamiliar texts, so the best way to 
prepare is to make reading and writing a 
part of everyday life every day
Scores to be reported in August of 2006


